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Examining our legacy 
I have sitting before me a nest of three beautifully created Easter eggs.  I bought them 
from Elizabeth Morton, who sold them to help her sister raise money for a mission trip this 
summer.  The tag reads, “Handmade by Elizabeth Morton.  Taught and Inspired by her 
grandmother, Juanita Morton.”  Now, that speaks volumes about legacy!  Her grandmother 
taught her a “craft.”  Her family and her church have raised her in a culture that says that 
God can use any gift when we employ it in service to others.   
 
Elizabeth has volunteered at Welcome Table since we began.  Her list of volunteer work 
causes me to wonder when she does her school assignments.  Yet she is an excellent 
student as well.  Our graduating class is very much on my mind these days.  I look at them 
and realize that we as a church need to check on that legacy question.  We have agreed 
to partner with their families to raise them and make the love of Jesus real to them and 
help them connect with the church and the world in meaningful ways.  These 20 individuals 
will move to a next chapter when they graduate.  We will have less involvement, but we 
should not forget them.  How will we stay connected?  Who will write notes or send text 
messages or care packages?  Who will call them and have coffee or lunch when they are 
home for break, or even through the summer?  Some will go to nearby schools or have 
jobs in the area.  Who will reach out to them in a “steadfast” way?  Who will be the 
squeaky wheel that will be sure the church has an intentional system for keeping in touch?  
Who will tell their stories here?  These 20 young adults are part of our legacy! 
 
Now as I look at the list, I would say that we are not where I would like us to be as a 
nurturing faith community.  We are good but not great!  Who will join Stephen’s team to be 
sure that we have a nurturing connection, a formational connection, and love of Christ 
channel for every youth in our care? 
 
And who will join Denise’s team to raise the bar in the work our children’s department is 
challenged to do every week?  Who will love on these children and bear the covenant of 
partnership with their parents to help raise them in a culture of Christian discipleship? 
 

Sunday at the 8:15 worship service, we had the incredible 
opportunity to baptize Bennett Hipps.  He is almost 2 months 
old and slept through the entire baptism, my carrying him 
through the congregation, and passing him back to parents, 
and even through the rest of the service.  My spin on that will 
be this:  he totally trusted those caring for him!  We promised 
to join with his parents in taking responsibility for his formation 
as a disciple and to be sure he is lavishly nurtured in the love 
of a Christian church family.  And he trusted us.  I don’t know 

the future.  But I hope that 18 years from now when he is on that graduation list, he will be 
able to say, “Thank you to my family and my church for loving me like Jesus, teaching me 
about Jesus, and giving me a way to use my time and talents to serve others.”  Come on, 
church!  Let’s live into that trust. 
 
And more than that, let’s roll out the welcome mat to children, youth, and adults whose life 
would be dramatically changed if they discovered the Christ we know, the church we are, 
and the journey we continue on.  Will you be that welcome mat this week?  Will you make 
yourself available to Jesus to share the Good News and the invitation to come and see? 
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Sunday, March 23, 2014 
Family Promise 
  7:35 AM  Morning Glory Chorus                                  
                 rehearsal, 249 
  8:15 AM  Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall 
  9:15 AM  Sunday School 
10:30 AM  The Crossing, Asbury Hall 
10:30 AM  Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
  3:30 PM  Youth Praise Band 
  4:30 PM  Youth Handbells, 252 
  5:10 PM  Celebration Singers, 249, 252 
  5:15 PM  Evensong Handbells, 249 
  6:00 PM  The Daniel Plan, 214 (ROOM CHANGE!) 
  6:00 PM  Youth, 152  
  6:30 PM  12 Steps for Christians, 213   
 Monday, March 24, 2014 
Family Promise 
3:15 PM  Joy Singers (4th-6th) 
3:15 PM  Merrymakers (2nd & 3rd) 
3:15 PM  Primary Praise (K & 1st) 
6:00 PM  Congregational Care, 214 
7:30 PM  Troop  Meeting, Wesley Hall 
Tuesday, March 25, , 2014 
Family Promise 
 10:00 AM  Study of the Psalms  215 
 11:00 AM  Lunch for 60 plus, 215 
   6:00 PM  Change the World Meeting, 214 
   6:00 PM  Devoted Fitness, Wesley Hall  
   7:00 PM  Greeters Training, Sanctuary 
   7:00 PM  AA, 128 
Wednesday, March 26, 2014 
Family Promise 
  3:45 PM  Girls Bible Study, Vienna Coffee 

 Recovery at Maryville 
       5:30 PM  Light Meal, Asbury Hall 

       6:30 PM  Ash Wednesday Service, Asbury Hall 
       7:45 PM  Sharing Groups (assigned room) 

  6:30  PM  Ash Wednesday Service, Sanctuary 
  7:00 PM  Ladies Bible Study, Panera Bread     
  7:00 PM  Dude’s Bible Study, Taco Bell            
  7:30 PM  Chancel Choir, 249 
Thursday, March 27, 2014 
Family Promise 
  6:00 AM  Men’s Bible study, 214 
10:15 AM  Asagao, 252 
  5:00 PM  Welcome Table, Asbury Hall 
  6:00 PM  Couch to 5K, Narthex 
  6:30 PM  Habitat Meeting, 214 
  7:00 PM  Pickleball, Asbury Hall 
  7:00 PM  AA, 128 
Friday, March 28, 2014 
Family Promise 
Saturday, March 29,  2014 
Family Promise 
 8:00 AM  Couch to 5K, Narthex 
 8:00 AM  Hone In On Hungers, Wesley hall 
 9:00 AM  Pickleball, Asbury Hall 
 9:00 AM  Financial Peace University, 243 

 

Prepare for Worship 
Exodus 17: 1-17 
Psalm 95 (UMH 814) 
Romans 5: 1-11 
John 4: 5-42 
 
Kids Own Worship! 
Preschool 
Brent & Whitney Roberts 
Elementary 
Erin Henneke 
 
Staff on call:  
Please contact  
Brenda (414-8493) 
or Larry (414-8494) 
Parsonage (233-2712) 
 

Greeters: 

 8:15 Morning Glory 
Mike & Nancy Allee 
Rex & Marilyn Davis 
 

 10:30 Sanctuary 
Gary & Ellie Doughty 
Betty & Leonard Adams 
 

 10:30 The Crossing  
Maria & Brett Coulter &  
Family 
Tim & Trish Badgett 
 
Acolytes: 
Sophie Shepherd 
Megan Carroll 
  

Sunday commitments for March 23, 2014 HAPPENING AT  
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Church Wide Conference and  
Vote on Renovation Plans 

Sunday, March 30th 
11:45 am (in the Sanctuary) 

 
For more information on the 

proposals visit:  
www.1stchurch.org 

http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/1st-stop/renovation-plans
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Congratulations to 
 Leighann and Chris Hipps 
on the baptism of their son,  
Bennett Jameson Hipps,  
on March 16th during the 
Morning Glory service. 

Evangelism Conference 
Last weekend, people from all over the Holston 
Conference gathered at Cokesbury UMC in Knoxville 
to focus on ways of spreading God’s message to a 
world in need.  Jorge Acevedo, one of the pastors of 
the multi-site Grace Church in Florida, was the 
keynote speaker. The band “Lifted” from Ooltewah 
UMC provided the music.  1st Maryville Director of 
Communications, Clayton Hensley and                         
Rev. Brenda Carroll both attended the Conference.  

Smart Driver Course 
March 31st & April 1st 

1:00 pm—5:00 pm 
Cost is $15 for AARP members and $20 

for non-members. 
 
Learn proven safety strategies to help keep you safer on the 
road.  Your course completion might even qualify you for 
insurance discounts. 
 

Call Diane Lewis at 982-1887 or e-mail her at 
dilewis1733@yahoo.com to register. 

Adult Ministries  - Ginny West Case ginnywc@fumc-maryville.org 

Sign up for events by calling 982-1273 or visit “Event Registration” at  www.1stchurch.org      

The Diary of Anne Frank 
@Cumberland Co. Playhouse 

April 29th 
Leave at 10:00 am 

Cost is $40 and includes tickets, 
transportation and lunch. 

 

Please register by April 22nd! 

Focus on women 
When comparing key indicators like employment, 
earnings, social and economic autonomy and other 
factors, the Institute for Women’s Policy Research 
ranks Tennessee at the bottom when it comes to the 
status of women.  Learn more about why the state 
ranks at the bottom and ways to change it on March 
25th from 7-8:30 pm in the Lawson Auditorium of 
Maryville College. You can get a ride on the church 
bus which leaves at 6:15 pm.  Admission is free. 

Annie Moses Band 
Enjoy an evening of entertainment from this family of 
Julliard trained vocalists and instrumentalists. The 
band has performed in several PBS specials.   
 

Salem Baptist Church—Knoxville 
April 12th at 7:00 pm 

Church bus leaves at 5:15 pm 

Jubilation 2014 

The registration deadline for this Holston Conference senior event 
is coming up on April 1st.  Once again it will be held in Kingsport.  
Author and Inspirational speaker, Missy Buchanan is the Keynote 
speaker.  Dr. Randy Frye will serve as the Worship Leader. Al 
Petteway, Amy White and John Ousley will all provide 
entertainment.  Visit http://jubilation.holston.org for more 
information. 

Friday,              
March 21st 

 
Leave at                
8:00 am 

(Season Pass Holders 
ONLY!) 

 
Come enjoy Dollywood’s opening day 

complete with the new show “Mother Africa” 
and the new ride, Firechaser Express.                 

Who knows you might even catch a                 
glimpse of Dolly, too! 

Our Church Family 

http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/1st-stop/event-registration
http://holston.org/ministries/older-adult/
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This month YOU can help 
“change the world” in just 
one day.  The focus of this 
day of mission is to help 
alleviate hunger here at 
home and abroad.  Below 
are a number of ways you 
can help.  
 

If you want to volunteer just register online at:  
 WWW.1STCHURCH.ORG 

(UNDER EVENT REGISTRATION) 

OR CALL 982-1273! 
 

 

Community Breakfast at 
8:30 am (Asbury Hall) 
Volunteers needed for food preparation, beverage 
tables, driving the buses, washing dishes, serving as 
door hosts and serving the food. 
 

Food City Food Drive: 8:30 am - 6:30 pm 
Work a 2-hour shift at a the Food City on West 
Broadway, soliciting grocery items, help transport 
donations, and sort food at the food pantry 
 

Buckets for  Zimbabwe: 10 am (Wesley Hall) 
Help assemble food buckets for the Holston Conference 
hands-on-mission project.  The goal for the Maryville 
District is 300 buckets.                                                           
(Items needed for the buckets are listed on the right) 

Food Bucket List:Food Bucket List:  
 
The items for the buckets  
need to be dropped off at 
the church from now until 
March 23rd. So even if 
you can’t be here on the 
29th to help assemble 
them, you can still help 
by donating the food.  
 
 

1 bag sugar (4-5 lbs.) 
1 bag corn meal (4-5 lbs.) 

1 bag self-rising flour (4-5 lbs.) 
1 bag rice (2 lbs.) 

1 bag dried beans (2 lbs.) 
1 powdered milk (10 oz. or less) 

1 box old-fashioned oats (18 oz. or less) 
1 bottle cooking oil (48 oz. or less) 

1 box Splenda/sucralose (50 ct. or less) 
 

$5 for packing and shipping 
 

ADDED EVENT ON MARCH 30THADDED EVENT ON MARCH 30TH: : 9:20– 10:15 am 
Linda Tozer from the Society of St. Andrew of East TN, 
End Hunger, will be at 1st UMC during the Sunday 
School Hour.  Come and learn about this organization 
that “gleans,” conducts “food drops,” and fights the 
systemic causes of hunger. 

    All e-mails end with @fumc-Maryville.org                     
unless otherwise  noted.                   

            Phone: 865-982-1273 

 

Staff Member   Email                    Extension 
Brenda Carroll  brendac           111                              
Larry Carroll  lecarroll65@gmail.com          106                                
Asa Majors rev.asa.lee@gmail.com         107                                                            
Mark Blodgett  mblodgett           103                              
Clayton Hensley chensley          100                                                  
Ginny West Case  ginnywc           105                             
Terry Wilson  sacmusic           109                             
Susan Daves  sdaves           110                                                            
Denise Johns  djohns           113                              
Jane Sanders  jsanders           101    
Chris Lee clee          116 
Stephen Nelson             1stumyouth@gmail.com         202                                                                                                   
Amelia Geis ameliageis@yahoo.com                                        
Dwain Pesterfield  DwainP602@bellsouth.net 
Paul Brown Sherri Justice Bryan Holder 
 

Website: www.1stchurch.org 

STAFF DIRECTORY 
Counting on YOU! 

Some of you will be getting this 
newsletter after St. Patrick’s Day, 
but the hope is that the luck of the 
Irish will be with you throughout the 
whole week.  In the spirit of the 
holiday, you may have noticed quite 
a few shamrocks in the newsletter.   
 

Go ahead and count all of them then send an e-mail to 
chensley@fumc-maryville.org with your name, 
phone number and your guess.  All the names with the 
correct number will be put into a drawing for a small 
1st UMC “prize” pack!   
 

We are also looking to get 500 “likes” on 
our Facebook page. That person will get a 
small prize pack too.  Congratulations to 
Susy Carroll for being the 450th person to 
“like” the page!  

MARCH 29THMARCH 29TH  

http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/1st-stop/event-registration
http://www.1stchurch.org
mailto:chensley@fumc-maryville.org
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UMW General Meeting 
Friday, April 25th at 11:30 

Wesley Hall 
 

The group will host a luncheon for Wesley House 
senior ladies, play a little BINGO and hand out         

goodie bags to them.   
Maryville District—UMW Day Apart 

Saturday, April 12th 
Loudon UMC 

Registration 9:30—Meeting at 10 am 

Collection Box   
 In conjunction with the Hone in for Hunger 
event, the United Methodist Women are 
collecting personal, cosmetic and cleaning items 
to use as BINGO prizes and goodie bags for the 
seniors of Wesley House and homebound 
members of 1st UMC.  Toilet paper, paper 
towels, soap, deodorant, toothpaste, tooth 
brushes, band-aids, antibiotic ointments and 
other similar items can all be dropped off at the 
box just outside the church office.  The goodie 
bags will be assembled in room 215 on March 
29th during the “Hone in on Hunger” event.  

 
 
 
 

Book Review—by Linda Richards 
Too Many Irons in the Fire and They're 
All Smoking by Cynthia Bond Hopson 
comes under the Nurturing for 
Community category  in the UMW 
reading program.   
 
This book is short, 106 pages, and filled with personal situations 
that all women encounter in our daily life.  Each situation is told 
with humor and is linked to Bible passages.   
 
Ms. Hopson helps you to see that you are not alone in this world 
or in the sometimes challenging situations of life.  She offers 
sound advice for all to consider.  The book will soon be back in 
the church's library with the UMW books, ready for you to 
explore.  

 
Contact: Asa Majors at rev.asa.lee@gmail.com or 982-1273 

*Asa has been on the road quite a bit over the past few 
days going to the Confirmation Retreat at Lake 
Junaluska and to the Heifer Ranch with the youth.   
 
If you are a young adult and have some ideas for 
outings or studies, Asa would love to hear from you. 
(her contact information is listed in the above box). 

 
Also be sure and come on Sunday mornings for some 

great inspiration and conversation. 

 
Young Adult 

Sunday School 
 

Room 118 
9:15 am 

Lent 2014                                               
So, have you been enjoying those daily devotionals 
written by the people here at 1st UMC?  If so, keep 
sharing them and commenting on them online.  If you 
haven’t read them, be sure and check them out.  You 
can find them on our church blog: 
http://1stmaryville.blogspot.com . 
   
You can also have them delivered straight to your                
e-mail inbox by signing up online at: 
www.1stchurch.org under the  Lent/Easter 2014 tab 
on the home page. Also, keep posting those pictures 
in our photo-a-day project. (Daily words can also be 
found on the church website.) 
  
Meanwhile the Lenten Coffee and Conversations 
continue Monday’s from 10-11 am at Vienna Coffee 
House. 
 
The Easter Egg Hunt is set for April 13th (details on 
page 7) and there will be a Seder Meal again this year 
on Monday, April 14th at 6:30 pm.  Be watching for 
details regarding these and other Holy Week events 
online and in next week’s edition of The Church Bell. 

http://1stmaryville.blogspot.com
http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/1st-stop/lenteaster-2014
http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/1st-stop/lenteaster-2014
http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/1st-stop/lenteaster-2014
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Lasagna Dinner 
(dine in or carry out) 

April 6th 
9:15 am—12:15 pm 

Wesley Hall 
 

Proceeds benefit the Sandy relief mission trip to                     
New Jersey in July! 

Mission possible 
This summer, a team from 1st UMC will be heading to 
New Jersey to help people battered by Superstorm 
Sandy get their homes and lives back together.  The 
team will work as part of a program called “A Future with 
Hope.”   
 
According to that organization’s website, the storm was 
the most destructive in the state’s history.  In reaction to 
what happened, United Methodists of Greater New 
Jersey have been coordinating a wide array of relief 
efforts in which the team here at 1st UMC will participate. 
 
 For more information on what’s happening in New 
Jersey, visit: www.afuturewithhope.org.  

Superstorm Sandy and the UMC 
 

Storm impact 
 250,000 homes destroyed 
 82,000 homes sustained major damage 
 161,000 people displaced, thousands of which are 

still not able to move into their homes. 
 

United Methodists of NJ have provided: 
 More than 50,000 meals 
 Shelter for more than 5,000 people 
 Supplied more than 3,000 health kits 

A spring break lesson 
Early in the morning on St. Patrick’s day, several 1st 
UMC youth, parents and staff boarded the church 
bus and left to get an important lesson during spring 
break.  This crew will get a first hand look at the 
plight of poverty in different parts of the world as part 
of the Heifer, International’s Global Village program 
in Arkansas .  You can learn more about what they 
will be doing by visiting the Youth Ministry page of 
the church website, www.1stchurch.org.  If you are 
on facebook and twitter, watch for updates from their 
trip there, too. 
  

Spotlight on volunteers 

Living in Tennessee you hear about volunteers all 
the time.  Of course, there is a reason for that.  
Volunteers have long played a role in the state’s 
history and will continue to do so well into the future.  

On April 1st, the United Way of Blount County along 
with the Community Food Connection will be a part 
of a special Volunteer Awareness Day.   

Participating is easy and open to volunteers of any 
nonprofit organization.  On April 1st, just wear a 
name tag, listing the organizations where you 
volunteer and wear it proudly that day.   

Jennifer Wackerhagen, President and CEO of the 
United Way of Blount County, said “We couldn’t do 
this without our volunteers.” 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

http://www.afuturewithhope.org
http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/1st-ministries/youth-ministry


Vacation bible schoolVacation bible school  

For more information on any of these events, please call Denise 
at 982-1273 or e-mail her at djohns@fumc-maryville.org . 
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Getting “egg”-cited about Easter! 
The annual Easter Egg hunt is less than a month away and we 
want YOU to be there.  This fun event is set for April 13th 
(Palm Sunday) right after the 10:30 worship services. 
Lunch will be served before the hunt begins.  Cost is $5 per 
person with a $20 maximum for families.   
 
Sign ups for the lunch and the hunt are now underway.              
You can do this online at: 
 

 www.1stchurch.org   
(under “event registration”) 

or you can call the church office at: 
 982-1273. 

 
To help get this event ready a few items are still needed.  If you 
can, bring by any of these items to the church office or to 
Denise Johns: 
 

 empty plastic eggs 
 trinkets like puzzles, games, rings, stickers, 

tattoos. 
 bags of candy 

 
Sunday, March 23rd 
(This Sunday) 
Preschool – 4th Grade  
The Lord’s Supper 
Bible Verses– Luke 22: 7-23, 33-34 
Tweens 
Communion (The Lord’s Supper) 
 

Sunday, March 16th 
(Last Sunday) 
Preschool – 4th Grade  
Lesson– Zacchaeus 
Bible Verses—  Luke 19: 1-10 
Tweens 
Giving Generously  
(The widow’s offering) 
 

Spring begins this week and that means summer is 
just around the corner.  Planning for Vacation Bible 
School is well underway and volunteers are 
beginning to work on what is one of the biggest 
events all year at 1st UMC.   Here is a sample of the 
ways YOU can help make VBS one of the best 
events ever! 
 

 22 “tribe” leaders are needed to help. 
 
 This year’s program needs terra-cotta 

pottery, rugs, blankets and tailgating 
tents. 

 
 Continue to pray for the VBS program 

and all its volunteers. 
 
For more information, to donate items, or to help 
volunteer please contact Denise Johns.  Her 
information is in the upper right-hand box. 

www.growproclaimserve.com 

To the right is a quick look 
at what your children are 
learning in Sunday School 
now, but there is much 
more online to help you 
take these lessons into 
your home or on vacation 
with you.  Just check out 
the parent’s page and the 
leaders section at the 
website below to help 
your children, grow, 
proclaim and serve!  

What 
Your  

Children 
Are  

Learning? 

mailto:djohns@fumc-maryville.org
http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/1st-stop/event-registration


804 Montvale Station Rd. 

Maryville, TN 37803 

865-982-1273 

www.1stchurch.org 

http://www.1stchurch.org/
http://www.facebook.com/maryvillefumc
http://www.twitter.com/1stmaryville
http://www.instagram.com/maryville1stumc
http://www.1stchurch.org

